———

1. Planks. The outline of the Orpheus mainly described in flat planks of wood. More planks
had also been placed inside this outline to fill empty spaces. The planks were a mixture of
fresh wood and old floorboards, shelves, skirting boards, slats, windowsills, parts of door
panels etc. Some planks were old and fossilised under layers of chipped white gloss paint,
some holed and marked where bolts and fasteners had once been, some snapped and
rough and splintery, and some new and smelling of sweet sappy sawdust. Pieces of hard-
board, plywood and chipboard had been included, but basic wooden planking made up the
majority of the floor plan.

2. Boxes. A large oblong central section of the floor plan had been built up to about waist
height with a collection of boxes. These included cardboard boxes, tea chests, plastic pack-
ing crates etc. Most of the boxes appeared to be empty but there were several exceptions
to this: a box which had once been the packaging for a small fridge was now loaded with
cookbooks and a large tea chest had been plastered on the inside with pages from an
interior design catalogue, while another contained greasy machine parts, cogs and a car bat-
tery.

3. Computers. Five blocky, 1980s computers positioned at the five corner points of the
assemblage. Every computer had been connected to its two immediate neighbours with
white phone cables and together these created a boat-shaped conceptual loop following the
edges of the plank outline. Each computer also had a black power cable which led to the
tea chest containing the car battery. All the computers were switched off.
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4. Barrels. Three large, sealed, clear plastic barrels stood near the front of the assemblage.
The barrels had been filled with Yellow Pages phone books and other telephone directories
along with sticky wads of Post-it notes, address books and several Filofaxes. Each barrel
also contained two or three black plastic devices which looked like small fax machines or
modified telephones with little telescopic aerials. Fidorous said these were speed diallers.
He went on to excitedly explain how the best of these machines was capable of dialling up
to thirty phone numbers in a minute.

5. Cardboard flooring. A large sheet of cardboard laid out over some of the boxes creat-
ing a waist-high ‘flying deck’. From the thickness of the cardboard and the arrangement of
the boxes it looked unlikely that this deck would be able to support anyone’s weight with-
out collapsing.

6. Steering wheel. The steering wheel from a Volkswagen laid flat on the cardboard floor-
ing.

7. Stepladders. A set of old wooden stepladders unopened and leant against the boxes as
a completely impractical stairway up from the floor to the flying deck.

8. Strimmer. A green plastic garden strimmer laid against a box so the strimmer's head and
strimming wire faced out and away from the rest of the assemblage. Fidorous called the
strimmer ‘Prop 1".

9. Office chair. To the right of the strimmer arrangement, a slightly battered office swivel
chair with blue padding. Like most office chairs, this one had wheels but these had been
disabled with five or six bike chains, several padlocks and a steering wheel lock. A long
garden cane lay across the seat.

10. lan the cat. Asleep.

11. Coat hangers. Several dozen metal coat hangers arranged around the edges of the
leading plank. The coat hangers had been connected together hook-to-corner or hook-to-
hook to create a haphazard sort of chain.

12. Nobody'’s laptop. Nobody's laptop mounted on a plastic packing box. The laptop was
on, the screen glowing blue and scrolling with heavy white source code. An internet cable
ran from the back and away up into the rafters. A black power cable connected the laptop
to the car battery in the tea chest.

13. Box of paper. A cardboard box positioned on the edge of the plank outline and filled
with reams of blank A4 paper. A letterbox slit had been cut into the away-facing side of

the box.

14. Desk fan. A big cream desk fan with a cage around the blades standing upright a few
inches outside the plank outline. Fidorous referred to the desk fan as ‘Prop 2".
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